Statisticians of the future: they are among us
The field of clinical information in drug development, encompassing statistics, statistical programming and data management, has gone through revolutionary change over the past decade, when compared to the decade before. And even that decade, from 1990 – 2000, was already subject to major change following the global adoption of GCP. It is my firm belief we are not there yet – change will continue to be the defining feature. I feel privileged to be part of this, augmented with experience in other fields, such as industrial statistics. In my presentation I will sketch what I believe are the major trends from a (bio-) statistician’s perspective as well as their root causes. I will do so using examples from my own experience. I will address factors that I think are needed to make individual statisticians as well as professional departments and organizations successful in advancing medical science and new treatment development. There remains ample scope for statistics and statisticians in medical applications – with research that is well beyond clinical trials.
